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Religious Studies 

End of term 
Assessment 

End of term 
Assessment 

End of year 
Assessment 

Do the teachings of Jesus 
stand the test of time? 

•  The resurrection 
•  The temptation of Jesus 
•  Easter 
•  Hunger cloths 

What is faith? 
•  What is belief?  
•  The Church Family 
•  The Church 
•  Beliefs about God 
•  The Holy Trinity  
•  The 10 Commandments 

What is it like to be a young 
Hindu in Britain today? 

•  Brahman 
•  The Trimurti 
•  Hindu deities 
•  Puja (Worship) 
•  Hindu festivals - Diwali 

Do the teachings of Jesus 
stand the test of time? 

•  The birth of Jesus 
•  The life of Jesus 
•  The Golden Rule 
•  The crucifixion 

What unites religious 
communities? 

•  Tawhid 
•  Salah 
•  Sawm 
•  Giving alms 
•  Hajj 

Baseline assessment 

What is it like to be a young 
Hindu in Britain today? 

•  Hindu festivals - Holi 
•  Sacred thread ceremony 
•  Marriage ceremony 
•  Life after death 
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End of term 
Assessment 

End of term 
Assessment 

End of year 
Assessment 

What unites religious 
communities? 

•  Tawhid 
•  Salah 
•  Sawm 
•  Giving alms 
•  Hajj 
•  Eid 

What is the truth? 
•  What is Buddhism? 
•  The early life of the  
       Buddha 
•  The Four Noble Truths 
•  The Eightfold Path 
•  The six realms 

What does equality mean to Sikhs? 
•  What is Sikhism? 
•  Guru Nanak’s message 
•  The Ten Gurus 
•  The 5 Ks 

What does equality mean to 
Sikhs? 

•  The Guru Granth Sahib 
•  The Gurdwara 
•  The Golden Temple 
•  Festivals 

What is good and what is challenging 
about being a young Jewish person in 

the UK today? 
•  Jewish beliefs 
•  Jewish branches 
•  The 3 Patriarchs 
•  The Messiah 
•  Kosher laws 

 

What is good and what is 
challenging about being a young 
Jewish person in the UK today? 

•  Passover 
•  Shabbat 
•  Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
•  The Holocaust 
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Religious 
Studies 
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End of term 
Assessment 

End of term 
Assessment 

End of year 
Assessment 

Who shows the way forward for the 
world in spiritual and moral life? 

•  What makes a person inspirational? 
•  Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) 
•  Jesus 
•  Martin Luther King 

Who shows the way forward 
for the world in spiritual and 

moral life? 
•  Muhammad Ali 
•  Mother Teresa 
•  Malala 
•  Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
•  Who is inspiring to me? 

What does justice mean to 
Christians and Muslims? 

•  Crime and punishment 
•  Religion and rules 
•  Good and evil 
•  Reasons for crime 
 

What does justice mean to 
Christians and Muslims? 

•  Hate crimes 
•  Aims of punishment 
•  Forgiveness 
•  Death penalty 

Are the ideas of religion 
and science compatible or 

conflicting? 
•  Origins of the universe 
•  The first cause argument 
•  Origins of human life 
•  How are animals used by 

humans? 
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Religious 
Studies 

Are the ideas of religion 
and science compatible or 

conflicting? 
•  Miracles 
•  Sanctity of life 
•  Life after death 
•  Paranormal activity 
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Paper 2: Theme B - Religion and 
life 

•  The origins and value of the 
universe 

•  The origins and value of human 
life 

•  Stewardship and dominion 
•  The use and abuse of the 

environment 
•  The use and abuse of animals 
•  Sanctity of life and quality of life 

End of term 
assessment 

End of term 
assessment 

End of term 
assessment 

Paper 1: Christianity Practices 
•  Worship 
•  Prayer 
•  Sacraments  
•  Pilgrimage 
•  Christmas 
•  Easter 
•  The role of the Church in the local 

community 
•  Mission, Evangelism and Church growth 
•  The importance of the worldwide Church 

Paper 1: Christianity Beliefs 
•  Pre-work of Christianity 
•  The nature of God 
•  Creation 
•  The incarnation 
•  The crucifixion 
•  The resurrection and 

ascension 
•  Sin and salvation 

Paper 2: Theme A - Relationships and 
Families 

•  Sexuality and sexual matters 
•  Contraception 
•  Sex before marriage 
•  Marriage 
•  Same-sex marriage 
•  Cohabitation 
•  Divorce 
•  Families 
•  Gender roles 

Paper 1: Islam Beliefs 
•  Sunni and Shia core beliefs 
•  Tawhid 
•  The nature of God 
•  Angels 
•  Predestination and human freedom 
•  Life after death 
•  Risalah 
•  The Qur’an 
•  Holy books 
•  The Imamate 
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Religious 
Studies 

Paper 1: Islam Practices 
•  The Five Pillars and the Ten Obligatory 

Acts 
•  Shahadah 
•  Salah 
•  Sawm 
•  Zakah 
•  Hajj 
•  Jihad 
•  Id-ul-Adha and Id-ul-Fitr 
•  Ashura 
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Religious 
Studies 

Exam skills and 
revision of religions 
and themes studies 

GCSE Exam 
Paper 1 – The study of religions (50%) 

Islam & Christianity 
1 hour 45 minutes  

 
Paper 2 – Thematic study (50%) 

Theme A: Relationships and Families 
Theme B: Religion and Life 

Theme E: Crime and Punishment 
Theme F: Human rights and social justice 

1 hour 45 minutes  

Paper 1: Christianity Practices 
•  Worship 
•  Prayer 
•  Sacraments  
•  Pilgrimage 
•  Christmas 
•  Easter 
•  The role of the Church in the local 

community 
•  Mission, Evangelism and Church growth 
•  The importance of the worldwide Church 

Paper 2: Theme B - Religion and life 
•  The origins and value of the universe 
•  The origins and value of human life 
•  Stewardship and dominion 
•  The use and abuse of the environment 
•  The use and abuse of animals 
•  Sanctity of life and quality of life 
•  Abortion 
•  Euthanasia 
•  Death and afterlife 

Paper 2: Theme E  - Religion, crime 
and punishment 

•  Good and evil intentions and actions 
•  Reasons for crime 
•  Views about people who break the 

law 
•  Views about different types of crime 
•  The aims of punishment 
•  The treatment of criminals 
•  Prison 
•  Community service 
•  Forgiveness 
•  Death penalty 

Paper 2: Theme F - Religion, human rights 
and social justice 

•  Prejudice and discrimination 
•  Treatment of women and LGBT+ people 
•  Freedom of religion and religious expression 
•  Human rights 
•  Social justice 
•  Racial prejudice and discrimination 
•  Wealth and poverty 
•  Charity 


